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CONFIDENTIAL COPENHAGEN 1970 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: UN, EGEN, DA 

SUBJECT: DANISH DILEMMA ON HANDLING CHALLENGE OF 
LDSS IN UN FORUMS 

REF: (A) COPENHAGEN 1939 

(B) COPENHAGEN 1726 (NOTAL) 

(C) STATE 133602 

1. IN A DISCUSSION JULY 10 WITH FONOFF DEPUTY UNDER 
SECRETARY WANDEL-PETERSEN, ECONCOUNSELOR SAID HE 
HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT THE DANISH GOVERNMENT WAS 
NOT IN FULL AGREEMENT ON HOW THE LDC CHALLENGE SHOULD 
BE HANDLED BY THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES-INCLUDING 
REFERENCES TO CERDS AND NIEO IN VARIOUS UN FORUMS. 
WANDEL-PETERSEN SAID THAT WAS INDEED THE CASE. HE 
AND HIS STAFF (INCLUDING ISAKSEN - SEE REF B) 

BELIEVE THAT DENMARK DID RIGHT IN VOTING AGAINST 
THE CERDS LAST YEAR AND FEEL THAT, FOR THE LONGER 
RANGE BENEFIT OF THE LDCS THEMSELVES, THE DEVELOPED 
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UNREASONABLE AND UNREALISTIC LDC PROPOSALS. 

2. THIS LINE WAS POSSIBLE UNDER THE PREVIOUS LIBERAL 
(HARTLING) GOVERNMENT BUT NOT WITH THE SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS WHO TOOK OVER THE GOVERNMENT LAST JANUARY. 
WANDEL-PETERSEN SAID CURRENT FOREIGN MINISTER 

K.B. ANDERSEN MADE CLEAR BOTH PUBLICLY AND TO THE 
MINISTRY STAFF THAT HE WOULD NOT HAVE APPROVED A 
NEGATIVE VOTE ON CERDS AND WANTS ISSUES DEAR TO THE 
HEARTS OF LDCS TO BE HANDLED WITH GREATER DELICACY 
IN THE FUTURE. THIS WAS THE REASON WE WERE TOLD 
EARLIER (REF B) THAT DENMARK WOULD HANDLE THESE 
ISSUES ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS AND, AT BEST, ABSTAIN 
FROM VOTING ON SUCH ISSUES. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENT: THE VACATION SEASON HAS POST- 
PONED THE "DISCUSSION INDEPTH" ON LDC ISSUES WHICH 
HAD BEEN PROPOSED BY FONOFF POLITICAL DIRECTOR BORCH 
A MONTH AGO. SOME FURTHER INDICATION OF DANISH 
THINKING MAY COME FROM THE INFORMAL GENEVA MEETING 
WE HAVE PORPOSED (REF C). IT WOULD, IN ADDITION, 

BE AN APPROPRIATE SUBJECT FOR THE ANNUAL BILATERAL 
UN CONSULTATIONS. IT IS OUR IMPRESSION, HOWEVER, 

THAT THE DANES WILL BE INCREASINGLY WARY OF ANYTHING 
SUGGESTIVE OF CONFRONTATION SO LONG AS THE SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS REMAIN IN POWER. 
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